
A study of Colossians



         {SCHEDULE}

1st semester: Colossians

September 6/7 Week 1 - Overview and Colossians 1:1-2 

September 13/14 Week 2 - Colossians 1:3-14 

September 20/21 Week 3 - Colossians 1:15-23

 September 27/28 Week 4 - Colossians 1:24-2:5

October 4/5 Week 5 - Colossians 2:6-15

October 11/12 Week 6 - Colossians 2:16-23

October 18/19 Week 7 - Colossians 3:1-11

 October 25/26 Week 8 - Colossians 3:12-17

 November 1/2 Week 9 - Colossians 3:18-4:1

November 8/9 Week 10 - Colossians 4:2-18

2nd semester: Esther

January 17/18 Week 11 - Overview

January 24/25 Week 12 - Esther 1:1-22

 January 31/February 1 Week 13 - Esther 2:1-23

February 7/8 Week 14 - Esther 3:1-15

February 14/15 Week 15 - Esther 4:1-5:8

February 21/22 Week 16 - Esther 5:9-6:13

February 28/March 1 Week 17 - Esther 6:14 -8:2

March 7/8 Week 18 - Esther 8:3-17

March 14/15 Week 19 - Esther 9:1-10:3

March 21/22 Week 20 - Celebration Week
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{Week 1: Overview and Colossians 1:1-2}

Greeting

1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 2 
To the saints and faithful brothers in Christ at Colossae:  Grace to you and peace 
from God our Father.
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Thanksgiving and Prayer

1:3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for 
you, 4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for 
all the saints, 5 because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. Of this you have 
heard before in the word of the truth, the gospel, 6 which has come to you, as 
indeed in the whole world it is bearing fruit and increasing—as it also does among 
you, since the day you heard it and understood the grace of God in truth, 7 just as 
you learned it from Epaphras our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful minister 
of Christ on your behalf 8 and has made known to us your love in the Spirit.

9 And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that 
you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and 
understanding,10 so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to 
him: bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 
being strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for all 
endurance and patience with joy; 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified 
you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. 13 He has delivered us from 
the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 
in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

{Week 2: Colossians 1:3-14}
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The Preeminence of Christ

1:15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him 
all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him 
and for him. 17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 
And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from 
the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 19 For in him all the fullness 
of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, 
whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.

21 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he 
has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy 
and blameless and above reproach before him, 23 if indeed you continue in the 
faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, 
which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, 
became a minister.

{Week 3: Colossians 1:15-23}
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Paul's Ministry to the Church

1:24 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up what 
is lacking in Christ's afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church, 25 of 
which I became a minister according to the stewardship from God that was given 
to me for you, to make the word of God fully known, 26 the mystery hidden for 
ages and generations but now revealed to his saints. 27 To them God chose to 
make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this 
mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 Him we proclaim, warning 
everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone 
mature in Christ. 29 For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully 
works within me.

2 For I want you to know how great a struggle I have for you and for those at 

Laodicea and for all who have not seen me face to face, 2 that their hearts may be 
encouraged, being knit together in love, to reach all the riches of full assurance of 
understanding and the knowledge of God's mystery, which is Christ, 3 in whom are 
hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 4 I say this in order that no one 
may delude you with plausible arguments. 5 For though I am absent in body, yet I 
am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and the firmness of your 
faith in Christ.

{Week 4: Colossians 1:24 - 2:5}
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Alive in Christ

2:6 Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, 7 rooted and 
built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in 
thanksgiving.

8 See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according 
to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not 
according to Christ. 9 For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 10 and you 
have been filled in him, who is the head of all rule and authority. 11In him also you 
were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body 
of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 12 having been buried with him in 
baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith in the powerful 
working of God, who raised him from the dead. 13 And you, who were dead in your 
trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, 
having forgiven us all our trespasses, 14 by canceling the record of debt that stood 
against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. 15 He 
disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing 
over them in him.

{Week 5: Colossians 2:6-15}
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Let No One Disqualify You

2:16 Therefore let no one pass judgment on you in questions of food and drink, or 
with regard to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath. 17 These are a shadow of the 
things to come, but the substance belongs to Christ. 18 Let no one disqualify you, 
insisting on asceticism and worship of angels, going on in detail about visions, 
puffed up without reason by his sensuous mind, 19 and not holding fast to the 
Head, from whom the whole body, nourished and knit together through its joints 
and ligaments, grows with a growth that is from God.

20 If with Christ you died to the elemental spirits of the world, why, as if you were 
still alive in the world, do you submit to regulations— 21 “Do not handle, Do not 
taste, Do not touch” 22 (referring to things that all perish as they are 
used)—according to human precepts and teachings? 23 These have indeed an 
appearance of wisdom in promoting self-made religion and asceticism and severity 
to the body, but they are of no value in stopping the indulgence of the flesh.

 {Week 6: Colossians 2:16-23}
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Put On the New Self

3 If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where 

Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are 
above, not on things that are on earth. 3 For you have died, and your life is hidden 
with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will 
appear with him in glory.

5 Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, 
passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 On account of these the 
wrath of God is coming. 7 In these you too once walked, when you were living in 
them. 8 But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and 
obscene talk from your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have 
put off the old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is being 
renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. 11 Here there is not Greek and 
Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is 
all, and in all.

 {Week 7: Colossians 3:1-11}
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3:12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, 
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if 
17one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has 
forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 And above all these put on love, which 
binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace of Christ rule in 
your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. 16 Let 
the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all 
wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your 
hearts to God.  17And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

 {Week 8: Colossians 3:12-17}
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Rules for Christian Households

3:18 Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your 
wives, and do not be harsh with them. 20 Children, obey your parents in everything, 
for this pleases the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they 
become discouraged. 22 Bondservants, obey in everything those who are your 
earthly masters,not by way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but with sincerity of 
heart, fearing the Lord. 23 Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not 
for men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your 
reward. You are serving the Lord Christ. 25 For the wrongdoer will be paid back for 
the wrong he has done, and there is no partiality.

4 Masters, treat your bondservants justly and fairly, knowing that you also have a 

Master in heaven.

{Week 9: Colossians 3:18 - 4:1}
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Further Instructions

4:2 Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving. 3 At the 
same time, pray also for us, that God may open to us a door for the word, to 
declare the mystery of Christ, on account of which I am in prison— 4 that I may 
make it clear, which is how I ought to speak.

5 Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use of the time. 6 Let your 
speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you 
ought to answer each person.

Final Greetings

7 Tychicus will tell you all about my activities. He is a beloved brother and faithful 
minister and fellow servant in the Lord. 8 I have sent him to you for this very 
purpose, that you may know how we are and that he may encourage your hearts, 9 

and with him Onesimus, our faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you. They 
will tell you of everything that has taken place here.

10 Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, and Mark the cousin of Barnabas 
(concerning whom you have received instructions—if he comes to you, welcome 
him), 11 and Jesus who is called Justus. These are the only men of the circumcision 
among my fellow workers for the kingdom of God, and they have been a comfort 
to me. 12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ Jesus, greets you, always 
struggling on your behalf in his prayers, that you may stand mature and fully 
assured in all the will of God. 13 For I bear him witness that he has worked hard for 
you and for those in Laodicea and in Hierapolis. 14 Luke the beloved physician 
greets you, as does Demas. 15 Give my greetings to the brothers at Laodicea, and 
to Nympha and the church in her house. 16 And when this letter has been read 
among you, have it also read in the church of the Laodiceans; and see that you 
also read the letter from Laodicea. 17 And say to Archippus, “See that you fulfill the 
ministry that you have received in the Lord.”

18 I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. Remember my chains. Grace be 
with you.

{Week 10: Colossians 4:2-18}
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A study of Esther



{Week 11: Overview}
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The King's Banquets

1 Now in the days of Ahasuerus, the Ahasuerus who reigned from India to Ethiopia over 127 
provinces, 2 in those days when King Ahasuerus sat on his royal throne in Susa, the citadel, 3 in the 
third year of his reign he gave a feast for all his officials and servants. The army of Persia and Media 
and the nobles and governors of the provinces were before him, 4 while he showed the riches of his 
royal glory and the splendor and pomp of his greatness for many days, 180 days. 5 And when these 
days were completed, the king gave for all the people present in Susa the citadel, both great and 
small, a feast lasting for seven days in the court of the garden of the king's palace. 6 There were white 
cotton curtains and violet hangings fastened with cords of fine linen and purple to silver rods and 
marble pillars, and also couches of gold and silver on a mosaic pavement of porphyry, marble, 
mother-of-pearl, and precious stones. 7 Drinks were served in golden vessels, vessels of different 
kinds, and the royal wine was lavished according to the bounty of the king. 8 And drinking was 
according to this edict: “There is no compulsion.” For the king had given orders to all the staff of his 
palace to do as each man desired. 9 Queen Vashti also gave a feast for the women in the palace that 
belonged to King Ahasuerus.

Queen Vashti’s Refusal

10 On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry with wine, he commanded Mehuman, 
Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha and Abagtha, Zethar and Carkas, the seven eunuchs who served in the 
presence of King Ahasuerus, 11 to bring Queen Vashti before the king with her royal crown, in order 
to show the peoples and the princes her beauty, for she was lovely to look at. 12 But Queen Vashti 
refused to come at the king's command delivered by the eunuchs. At this the king became enraged, 
and his anger burned within him.

13 Then the king said to the wise men who knew the times (for this was the king's procedure toward 
all who were versed in law and judgment, 14 the men next to him being Carshena, Shethar, Admatha, 
Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and Memucan, the seven princes of Persia and Media, who saw the king's 
face, and sat first in the kingdom): 15 “According to the law, what is to be done to Queen Vashti, 
because she has not performed the command of King Ahasuerus delivered by the eunuchs?” 16 Then 
Memucan said in the presence of the king and the officials, “Not only against the king has Queen 
Vashti done wrong, but also against all the officials and all the peoples who are in all the provinces of 
King Ahasuerus. 17 For the queen's behavior will be made known to all women, causing them to look 
at their husbands with contempt, since they will say, ‘King Ahasuerus commanded Queen Vashti to 
be brought before him, and she did not come.’ 18 This very day the noble women of Persia and Media 
who have heard of the queen's behavior will say the same to all the king's officials, and there will be 
contempt and wrath in plenty. 19 If it please the king, let a royal order go out from him, and let it be 
written among the laws of the Persians and the Medes so that it may not be repealed, that Vashti is 
never again to come before King Ahasuerus. And let the king give her royal position to another who 
is better than she. 20 So when the decree made by the king is proclaimed throughout all his kingdom, 
for it is vast, all women will give honor to their husbands, high and low alike.” 21 This advice pleased 
the king and the princes, and the king did as Memucan proposed. 22 He sent letters to all the royal 
provinces, to every province in its own script and to every people in its own language, that every man 
be master in his own household and speak according to the language of his people.

{Week 12: Esther 1:1-22}
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{Week 13: Esther 2:1-23}
Esther Chosen Queen

2 After these things, when the anger of King Ahasuerus had abated, he remembered Vashti and what she had 

done and what had been decreed against her. 2 Then the king's young men who attended him said, “Let 
beautiful young virgins be sought out for the king. 3 And let the king appoint officers in all the provinces of his 
kingdom to gather all the beautiful young virgins to the harem in Susa the citadel, under custody of Hegai, the 
king's eunuch, who is in charge of the women. Let their cosmetics be given them. 4 And let the young woman 
who pleases the king be queen instead of Vashti.” This pleased the king, and he did so.

5 Now there was a Jew in Susa the citadel whose name was Mordecai, the son of Jair, son of Shimei, son of Kish, 
a Benjaminite, 6 who had been carried away from Jerusalem among the captives carried away with Jeconiah king 
of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had carried away. 7 He was bringing up Hadassah, that is 
Esther, the daughter of his uncle, for she had neither father nor mother. The young woman had a beautiful 
figure and was lovely to look at, and when her father and her mother died, Mordecai took her as his own 
daughter. 8 So when the king's order and his edict were proclaimed, and when many young women were 
gathered in Susa the citadel in custody of Hegai, Esther also was taken into the king's palace and put in custody 
of Hegai, who had charge of the women. 9 And the young woman pleased him and won his favor. And he quickly 
provided her with her cosmetics and her portion of food, and with seven chosen young women from the king's 
palace, and advanced her and her young women to the best place in the harem. 10 Esther had not made known 
her people or kindred, for Mordecai had commanded her not to make it known. 11 And every day Mordecai 
walked in front of the court of the harem to learn how Esther was and what was happening to her.

12 Now when the turn came for each young woman to go in to King Ahasuerus, after being twelve months under 
the regulations for the women, since this was the regular period of their beautifying, six months with oil of 
myrrh and six months with spices and ointments for women— 13 when the young woman went in to the king in 
this way, she was given whatever she desired to take with her from the harem to the king's palace. 14 In the 
evening she would go in, and in the morning she would return to the second harem in custody of Shaashgaz, 
the king's eunuch, who was in charge of the concubines. She would not go in to the king again, unless the king 
delighted in her and she was summoned by name.

15 When the turn came for Esther the daughter of Abihail the uncle of Mordecai, who had taken her as his own 
daughter, to go in to the king, she asked for nothing except what Hegai the king's eunuch, who had charge of 
the women, advised. Now Esther was winning favor in the eyes of all who saw her. 16 And when Esther was 
taken to King Ahasuerus, into his royal palace, in the tenth month, which is the month of Tebeth, in the seventh 
year of his reign, 17 the king loved Esther more than all the women, and she won grace and favor in his sight 
more than all the virgins, so that he set the royal crown on her head and made her queen instead of Vashti. 18 

Then the king gave a great feast for all his officials and servants; it was Esther's feast. He also granted a 
remission of taxes to the provinces and gave gifts with royal generosity.

Mordecai Discovers a Plot

19 Now when the virgins were gathered together the second time, Mordecai was sitting at the king's gate. 20 
Esther had not made known her kindred or her people, as Mordecai had commanded her, for Esther obeyed 
Mordecai just as when she was brought up by him. 21 In those days, as Mordecai was sitting at the king's gate, 
Bigthan and Teresh, two of the king's eunuchs, who guarded the threshold, became angry and sought to lay 
hands on King Ahasuerus. 22 And this came to the knowledge of Mordecai, and he told it to Queen Esther, and 
Esther told the king in the name of Mordecai. 23 When the affair was investigated and found to be so, the men 
were both hanged on the gallows. And it was recorded in the book of the chronicles in the presence of the king.
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{Week 14: Esther 3:1-15}

Haman Plots Against the Jews

3 After these things King Ahasuerus promoted Haman the Agagite, the son of Hammedatha, and 

advanced him and set his throne above all the officials who were with him. 2 And all the king's servants 
who were at the king's gate bowed down and paid homage to Haman, for the king had so commanded 
concerning him. But Mordecai did not bow down or pay homage. 3 Then the king's servants who were 
at the king's gate said to Mordecai, “Why do you transgress the king's command?” 4 And when they 
spoke to him day after day and he would not listen to them, they told Haman, in order to see whether 
Mordecai's words would stand, for he had told them that he was a Jew. 5 And when Haman saw that 
Mordecai did not bow down or pay homage to him, Haman was filled with fury. 6 But he disdained to 
lay hands on Mordecai alone. So, as they had made known to him the people of Mordecai, Haman 
sought to destroy all the Jews, the people of Mordecai, throughout the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus.

7 In the first month, which is the month of Nisan, in the twelfth year of King Ahasuerus, they cast Pur 
(that is, they cast lots) before Haman day after day; and they cast it month after month till the twelfth 
month, which is the month of Adar. 8 Then Haman said to King Ahasuerus, “There is a certain people 
scattered abroad and dispersed among the peoples in all the provinces of your kingdom. Their laws 
are different from those of every other people, and they do not keep the king's laws, so that it is not 
to the king's profit to tolerate them. 9 If it please the king, let it be decreed that they be destroyed, 
and I will pay 10,000 talents of silver into the hands of those who have charge of the king's business, 
that they may put it into the king's treasuries.” 10 So the king took his signet ring from his hand and 
gave it to Haman the Agagite, the son of Hammedatha, the enemy of the Jews. 11 And the king said to 
Haman, “The money is given to you, the people also, to do with them as it seems good to you.”

12 Then the king's scribes were summoned on the thirteenth day of the first month, and an edict, 
according to all that Haman commanded, was written to the king's satraps and to the governors over 
all the provinces and to the officials of all the peoples, to every province in its own script and every 
people in its own language. It was written in the name of King Ahasuerus and sealed with the king's 
signet ring. 13 Letters were sent by couriers to all the king's provinces with instruction to destroy, to 
kill, and to annihilate all Jews, young and old, women and children, in one day, the thirteenth day of 
the twelfth month, which is the month of Adar, and to plunder their goods. 14 A copy of the 
document was to be issued as a decree in every province by proclamation to all the peoples to be 
ready for that day. 15 The couriers went out hurriedly by order of the king, and the decree was issued 
in Susa the citadel. And the king and Haman sat down to drink, but the city of Susa was thrown into 
confusion.
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{Week 15: Esther 4:1-5:8}
Esther Agrees to Help the Jews

4 When Mordecai learned all that had been done, Mordecai tore his clothes and put on sackcloth and 
ashes, and went out into the midst of the city, and he cried out with a loud and bitter cry. 2He went up to 
the entrance of the king's gate, for no one was allowed to enter the king's gate clothed in sackcloth. 3And 
in every province, wherever the king's command and his decree reached, there was great mourning 
among the Jews, with fasting and weeping and lamenting, and many of them lay in sackcloth and ashes.

4 When Esther's young women and her eunuchs came and told her, the queen was deeply distressed. She 
sent garments to clothe Mordecai, so that he might take off his sackcloth, but he would not accept them. 
5 Then Esther called for Hathach, one of the king's eunuchs, who had been appointed to attend her, and 
ordered him to go to Mordecai to learn what this was and why it was. 6 Hathach went out to Mordecai in 
the open square of the city in front of the king's gate, 7 and Mordecai told him all that had happened to 
him, and the exact sum of money that Haman had promised to pay into the king's treasuries for the 
destruction of the Jews. 8 Mordecai also gave him a copy of the written decree issued in Susa for their 
destruction, that he might show it to Esther and explain it to her and command her to go to the king to 
beg his favor and plead with him on behalf of her people. 9 And Hathach went and told Esther what 
Mordecai had said. 10 Then Esther spoke to Hathach and commanded him to go to Mordecai and say, 11 
“All the king's servants and the people of the king's provinces know that if any man or woman goes to the 
king inside the inner court without being called, there is but one law—to be put to death, except the one 
to whom the king holds out the golden scepter so that he may live. But as for me, I have not been called 
to come in to the king these thirty days.”

12 And they told Mordecai what Esther had said. 13 Then Mordecai told them to reply to Esther, “Do not 
think to yourself that in the king's palace you will escape any more than all the other Jews. 14 For if you keep 
silent at this time, relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from another place, but you and your father's 
house will perish. And who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” 15 
Then Esther told them to reply to Mordecai, 16 “Go, gather all the Jews to be found in Susa, and hold a fast 
on my behalf, and do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my young women will also fast as 
you do. Then I will go to the king, though it is against the law, and if I perish, I perish.” 17 Mordecai then 
went away and did everything as Esther had ordered him.

Esther Prepares a Banquet

5 On the third day Esther put on her royal robes and stood in the inner court of the king's palace, in front 
of the king's quarters, while the king was sitting on his royal throne inside the throne room opposite the 
entrance to the palace. 2 And when the king saw Queen Esther standing in the court, she won favor in his 
sight, and he held out to Esther the golden scepter that was in his hand. Then Esther approached and 
touched the tip of the scepter. 3 And the king said to her, “What is it, Queen Esther? What is your request? It 
shall be given you, even to the half of my kingdom.” 4 And Esther said, “If it please the king, let the king and 
Haman come today to a feast that I have prepared for the king.” 5 Then the king said, “Bring Haman quickly, 
so that we may do as Esther has asked.” So the king and Haman came to the feast that Esther had 
prepared. 6 And as they were drinking wine after the feast, the king said to Esther, “What is your wish? It 
shall be granted you. And what is your request? Even to the half of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.” 7 Then 
Esther answered, “My wish and my request is: 8 If I have found favor in the sight of the king, and if it please 
the king to grant my wish and fulfill my request, let the king and Haman come to the feast that I will 
prepare for them, and tomorrow I will do as the king has said.” 78
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{Week 16: Esther 5:9-6:13}
Haman Plans to Hang Mordecai

5:9 And Haman went out that day joyful and glad of heart. But when Haman saw Mordecai in the king's 
gate, that he neither rose nor trembled before him, he was filled with wrath against Mordecai. 10 
Nevertheless, Haman restrained himself and went home, and he sent and brought his friends and his 
wife Zeresh. 11 And Haman recounted to them the splendor of his riches, the number of his sons, all 
the promotions with which the king had honored him, and how he had advanced him above the 
officials and the servants of the king. 12 Then Haman said, “Even Queen Esther let no one but me come 
with the king to the feast she prepared. And tomorrow also I am invited by her together with the king. 
13 Yet all this is worth nothing to me, so long as I see Mordecai the Jew sitting at the king's gate.” 14 
Then his wife Zeresh and all his friends said to him, “Let a gallows fifty cubits high be made, and in the 
morning tell the king to have Mordecai hanged upon it. Then go joyfully with the king to the feast.” 
This idea pleased Haman, and he had the gallows made.

The King Honors Mordecai

6 On that night the king could not sleep. And he gave orders to bring the book of memorable deeds, 

the chronicles, and they were read before the king. 2 And it was found written how Mordecai had told 
about Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king's eunuchs, who guarded the threshold, and who had 
sought to lay hands on King Ahasuerus. 3 And the king said, “What honor or distinction has been 
bestowed on Mordecai for this?” The king's young men who attended him said, “Nothing has been 
done for him.” 4 And the king said, “Who is in the court?” Now Haman had just entered the outer court 
of the king's palace to speak to the king about having Mordecai hanged on the gallows that he had 
prepared for him. 5 And the king's young men told him, “Haman is there, standing in the court.” And 
the king said, “Let him come in.” 6 So Haman came in, and the king said to him, “What should be done 
to the man whom the king delights to honor?” And Haman said to himself, “Whom would the king 
delight to honor more than me?” 7 And Haman said to the king, “For the man whom the king delights 
to honor, 8 let royal robes be brought, which the king has worn, and the horse that the king has 
ridden, and on whose head a royal crown is set. 9 And let the robes and the horse be handed over to 
one of the king's most noble officials. Let them dress the man whom the king delights to honor, and 
let them lead him on the horse through the square of the city, proclaiming before him: ‘Thus shall it be 
done to the man whom the king delights to honor.’” 10 Then the king said to Haman, “Hurry; take the 
robes and the horse, as you have said, and do so to Mordecai the Jew, who sits at the king's gate. 
Leave out nothing that you have mentioned.” 11 So Haman took the robes and the horse, and he 
dressed Mordecai and led him through the square of the city, proclaiming before him, “Thus shall it be 
done to the man whom the king delights to honor.”

12 Then Mordecai returned to the king's gate. But Haman hurried to his house, mourning and with his 
head covered. 13 And Haman told his wife Zeresh and all his friends everything that had happened to 
him. Then his wise men and his wife Zeresh said to him, “If Mordecai, before whom you have begun to 
fall, is of the Jewish people, you will not overcome him but will surely fall before him.” 84
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{Week 17: 6:14 - 8:2}

Esther Reveals Haman’s Plot

6:14 While they were yet talking with him, the king's eunuchs arrived and hurried to bring Haman to 
the feast that Esther had prepared.

7 So the king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. 2 And on the second day, as they were 

drinking wine after the feast, the king again said to Esther, “What is your wish, Queen Esther? It shall 
be granted you. And what is your request? Even to the half of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.” 3 Then 
Queen Esther answered, “If I have found favor in your sight, O king, and if it please the king, let my 
life be granted me for my wish, and my people for my request. 4 For we have been sold, I and my 
people, to be destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. If we had been sold merely as slaves, 
men and women, I would have been silent, for our affliction is not to be compared with the loss to 
the king.” 5 Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther, “Who is he, and where is he, who has dared to 
do this?” 6 And Esther said, “A foe and enemy! This wicked Haman!” Then Haman was terrified before 
the king and the queen.

Haman is Hanged

7 And the king arose in his wrath from the wine-drinking and went into the palace garden, but 
Haman stayed to beg for his life from Queen Esther, for he saw that harm was determined against 
him by the king. 8 And the king returned from the palace garden to the place where they were 
drinking wine, as Haman was falling on the couch where Esther was. And the king said, “Will he even 
assault the queen in my presence, in my own house?” As the word left the mouth of the king, they 
covered Haman's face. 9 Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs in attendance on the king, said, 
“Moreover, the gallows that Haman has prepared for Mordecai, whose word saved the king, is 
standing at Haman's house, fifty cubits high.” And the king said, “Hang him on that.” 10 So they 
hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then the wrath of the king 
abated.

Esther Saves the Jews

8 On that day King Ahasuerus gave to Queen Esther the house of Haman, the enemy of the Jews. 

And Mordecai came before the king, for Esther had told what he was to her. 2 And the king took off 
his signet ring, which he had taken from Haman, and gave it to Mordecai. And Esther set Mordecai 
over the house of Haman.
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{Week 18: Esther 8:3-17}

Esther Saves the Jews

8:3 Then Esther spoke again to the king. She fell at his feet and wept and pleaded with him to avert 
the evil plan of Haman the Agagite and the plot that he had devised against the Jews. 4 When the 
king held out the golden scepter to Esther, Esther rose and stood before the king. 5 And she said, “If 
it please the king, and if I have found favor in his sight, and if the thing seems right before the king, 
and I am pleasing in his eyes, let an order be written to revoke the letters devised by Haman the 
Agagite, the son of Hammedatha, which he wrote to destroy the Jews who are in all the provinces of 
the king. 6 For how can I bear to see the calamity that is coming to my people? Or how can I bear to 
see the destruction of my kindred?” 7 Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther and to Mordecai 
the Jew, “Behold, I have given Esther the house of Haman, and they have hanged him on the 
gallows, because he intended to lay hands on the Jews. 8 But you may write as you please with 
regard to the Jews, in the name of the king, and seal it with the king's ring, for an edict written in the 
name of the king and sealed with the king's ring cannot be revoked.”

9 The king's scribes were summoned at that time, in the third month, which is the month of Sivan, 
on the twenty-third day. And an edict was written, according to all that Mordecai commanded 
concerning the Jews, to the satraps and the governors and the officials of the provinces from India 
to Ethiopia, 127 provinces, to each province in its own script and to each people in its own language, 
and also to the Jews in their script and their language. 10 And he wrote in the name of King 
Ahasuerus and sealed it with the king's signet ring. Then he sent the letters by mounted couriers 
riding on swift horses that were used in the king's service, bred from the royal stud, 11 saying that 
the king allowed the Jews who were in every city to gather and defend their lives, to destroy, to kill, 
and to annihilate any armed force of any people or province that might attack them, children and 
women included, and to plunder their goods, 12 on one day throughout all the provinces of King 
Ahasuerus, on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the month of Adar. 13 A copy of 
what was written was to be issued as a decree in every province, being publicly displayed to all 
peoples, and the Jews were to be ready on that day to take vengeance on their enemies. 14 So the 
couriers, mounted on their swift horses that were used in the king's service, rode out hurriedly, 
urged by the king's command. And the decree was issued in Susa the citadel.

15 Then Mordecai went out from the presence of the king in royal robes of blue and white, with a 
great golden crown and a robe of fine linen and purple, and the city of Susa shouted and rejoiced. 16 
The Jews had light and gladness and joy and honor. 17 And in every province and in every city, 
wherever the king's command and his edict reached, there was gladness and joy among the Jews, a 
feast and a holiday. And many from the peoples of the country declared themselves Jews, for fear of 
the Jews had fallen on them.
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{Week 19: Esther 9:1-10:3}
The Jews Destroy Their Enemies

9 Now in the twelfth month, which is the month of Adar, on the thirteenth day of the same, when 

the king's command and edict were about to be carried out, on the very day when the enemies of 
the Jews hoped to gain the mastery over them, the reverse occurred: the Jews gained mastery over 
those who hated them. 2 The Jews gathered in their cities throughout all the provinces of King 
Ahasuerus to lay hands on those who sought their harm. And no one could stand against them, for 
the fear of them had fallen on all peoples. 3 All the officials of the provinces and the satraps and the 
governors and the royal agents also helped the Jews, for the fear of Mordecai had fallen on them. 4 
For Mordecai was great in the king's house, and his fame spread throughout all the provinces, for 
the man Mordecai grew more and more powerful. 5 The Jews struck all their enemies with the sword, 
killing and destroying them, and did as they pleased to those who hated them. 6 In Susa the citadel 
itself the Jews killed and destroyed 500 men, 7 and also killed Parshandatha and Dalphon and 
Aspatha 8 and Poratha and Adalia and Aridatha 9 and Parmashta and Arisai and Aridai and Vaizatha, 
10 the ten sons of Haman the son of Hammedatha, the enemy of the Jews, but they laid no hand on 
the plunder.

11 That very day the number of those killed in Susa the citadel was reported to the king. 12 And the 
king said to Queen Esther, “In Susa the citadel the Jews have killed and destroyed 500 men and also 
the ten sons of Haman. What then have they done in the rest of the king's provinces! Now what is 
your wish? It shall be granted you. And what further is your request? It shall be fulfilled.” 13 And 
Esther said, “If it please the king, let the Jews who are in Susa be allowed tomorrow also to do 
according to this day's edict. And let the ten sons of Haman be hanged on the gallows.” 14 So the king 
commanded this to be done. A decree was issued in Susa, and the ten sons of Haman were hanged. 
15 The Jews who were in Susa gathered also on the fourteenth day of the month of Adar and they 
killed 300 men in Susa, but they laid no hands on the plunder.

16 Now the rest of the Jews who were in the king's provinces also gathered to defend their lives, and 
got relief from their enemies and killed 75,000 of those who hated them, but they laid no hands on 
the plunder. 17 This was on the thirteenth day of the month of Adar, and on the fourteenth day they 
rested and made that a day of feasting and gladness. 18 But the Jews who were in Susa gathered on 
the thirteenth day and on the fourteenth, and rested on the fifteenth day, making that a day of 
feasting and gladness. 19 Therefore the Jews of the villages, who live in the rural towns, hold the 
fourteenth day of the month of Adar as a day for gladness and feasting, as a holiday, and as a day on 
which they send gifts of food to one another.

Continued on next page
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{Week 19: Esther 9:1-10:3}

The Feast of Purim Inaugurated

9:20 And Mordecai recorded these things and sent letters to all the Jews who were in all the provinces 
of King Ahasuerus, both near and far, 21 obliging them to keep the fourteenth day of the month Adar 
and also the fifteenth day of the same, year by year, 22 as the days on which the Jews got relief from 
their enemies, and as the month that had been turned for them from sorrow into gladness and from 
mourning into a holiday; that they should make them days of feasting and gladness, days for sending 
gifts of food to one another and gifts to the poor.

23 So the Jews accepted what they had started to do, and what Mordecai had written to them. 24 For 
Haman the Agagite, the son of Hammedatha, the enemy of all the Jews, had plotted against the Jews 
to destroy them, and had cast Pur (that is, cast lots), to crush and to destroy them. 25 But when it 
came before the king, he gave orders in writing that his evil plan that he had devised against the Jews 
should return on his own head, and that he and his sons should be hanged on the gallows. 26 
Therefore they called these days Purim, after the term Pur. Therefore, because of all that was written 
in this letter, and of what they had faced in this matter, and of what had happened to them, 27 the 
Jews firmly obligated themselves and their offspring and all who joined them, that without fail they 
would keep these two days according to what was written and at the time appointed every year, 28 
that these days should be remembered and kept throughout every generation, in every clan, 
province, and city, and that these days of Purim should never fall into disuse among the Jews, nor 
should the commemoration of these days cease among their descendants.

29 Then Queen Esther, the daughter of Abihail, and Mordecai the Jew gave full written authority, 
confirming this second letter about Purim. 30 Letters were sent to all the Jews, to the 127 provinces of 
the kingdom of Ahasuerus, in words of peace and truth, 31 that these days of Purim should be 
observed at their appointed seasons, as Mordecai the Jew and Queen Esther obligated them, and as 
they had obligated themselves and their offspring, with regard to their fasts and their lamenting. 32 
The command of Esther confirmed these practices of Purim, and it was recorded in writing.

The Greatness of Mordecai

10 King Ahasuerus imposed tax on the land and on the coastlands of the sea. 2 And all the acts of 

his power and might, and the full account of the high honor of Mordecai, to which the king advanced 
him, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the kings of Media and Persia? 3 For 
Mordecai the Jew was second in rank to King Ahasuerus, and he was great among the Jews and 
popular with the multitude of his brothers, for he sought the welfare of his people and spoke peace 
to all his people. 103
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{The Attributes of God}

Attentive: God hears and responds to the needs of His children. 

Compassionate: God cares for His children and acts on their behalf.

Creator: God made everything.  He is uncreated.*

Deliverer: God rescues and saves His children.

Eternal: God is not limited by and exists outside of time.

Faithful: God always keeps His promises.

Generous: God gives what is best and beyond what is deserved.

Glorious: God displays His greatness and worth.*

Good: God is what is best and gives what is best.  He is incapable of doing harm.

Holy: God is perfect, pure, and without sin.*

Incomprehensible: God is beyond our understanding.  We can comprehend Him in part but 
not in whole.

Infinite: God has no limits in His person or in His power.

Immutable/Unchanging: God never changes.  He is the same yesterday, today, and 
tomorrow. 

Jealous: God will not share His glory with another.  All glory rightfully belongs to Him. 

Just: God is fair in all His actions and judgments.  He cannot over-punish or under-punish.

Loving: God feels and displays infinite unconditional affection toward His children.  His love 
for them does not depend on them. 

Merciful: God does not give His children the punishment they deserve.

Omnipotent/Almighty: God holds all power.  Nothing is too hard for God.  What He wills He 
can accomplish.

Omnipresent: God is fully present everywhere.

Omniscient: God knows everything, past, present, and future, all potential and real 
outcomes, all things micro and macro.

Patient/Longsuffering: God is untiring and bears with His children.

Provider: God meets the needs of His children.
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Refuge: God is a place of safety and protection for His children.*

Righteous: God is always good and right.

Self-existent: God depends on nothing and no one to give Him life or existence.

Self-sufficient: God is not vulnerable.  He has no needs.

Sovereign: God does everything according to His plan and pleasure.  He controls all things.

Transcendent: God is not like humans.  He is infinitely higher in being and action.

Truthful:  Whatever God speaks or does is truth and reality.

Wrathful: God hates all unrighteousness.

Wise: God knows what is best and acts accordingly.  He cannot choose wrongly.

Worthy: God deserves all glory and honor and praise.

{COPYRIGHTS AND CREDITS}

This document was created for New Castle Bible Church, Mackinaw, IL on July 23, 2016 and revised August 2018, 
April 2019, April 2020, and April 2021.

Page Design by Taryn Knepp.

Document resources for New Castle Bible Church Women’s Bible study include New Castle Bible Church 
documents, Jen Wilkin’s book, Women of the Word (publication date 2014) and Bible Study Fellowship Seminar 
Handouts (2015). 

Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, 
a publishing ministry of Good New Publishers.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved.  Italics emphasis added. 

The Attributes of God Handout is copied from The Village Church, Flower Mound, Texas, Gospel of Matthew 
study by Jen Wilkin (2017). 

*Definitions taken from or informed by The ABCs of God by Children Desiring God.  .

***All teaching lessons can be listened to at: http://www.myncbc.org/church/current-women-bible-study***
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